
 
 

During the first half of 2021, we distributed a survey concerning recent Climate of Community events. Our goal was to 
explore whether participation in the events was associated with improved emotions and perceptions of collective 
efficacy concerning the climate crisis, among other things. 
 
Demographics Overview 
 

N = 163 
- Mage = 50.42, SD = 16.81 
- 111 women, 44 men, 3 non-binary1  
- 150 White, 3 Multiracial, 2 Asian, 1 Black, 1 Ashkenazi Jew 
- 146 U.S. residents, 13 from other countries 
- 32 participants attended at least one Climate of Community event. 131 did not 

  

1. Emotions 

• Participation in 

programming was not 

associated a difference in 

emotions about the climate 

crisis. 

• Participants most often 

reported feeling anxiety 

about external things 

(impact of their actions on 

the earth, effects on future 

generations), though levels 

of internal anxiety 

(rumination, stress) were 

also high. 

• Other negative emotions such as sadness, anger, hopelessness, and guilt were similarly high. Levels of hope 

were relatively low. 

 

 

 
1 Some participants did not complete all survey items. Therefore, some demographic numbers do not equate to the total N of 163. 

 

Climate of Community Survey 

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

                                                       

                                                         

                    



2. Perceptions of community 

• We were also interested in whether 

participation in programming was 

associated with a greater sense of 

Place Identity (the extent to which 

individuals feel connected to the 

place where they live), Community 

connection (the extent to which 

individuals feel connected to people 

and other beings where they live) and 

Social responsibility (the extent to 

which individuals feel a sense of 

obligation to others where they live). 

 

 

People who attended at least one Climate of Community event reported greater Place identity (p = .04), Community 

connection (p = .04), and Social responsibility (p = .02) than people who did not attend any of the programming. 

Attendance was also associated with greater perceived Collective Efficacy to address climate change (p = .04). 

 

3. Relation of systemic issues to climate change 

• Of the systemic issues we 

asked participants about, 

participants across the board 

were most likely to perceive a 

connection between capitalism 

and climate change. 

• However, individuals who 

attended programming were 

less likely to perceive a 

connection between capitalism 

and climate change (p = .03).  

• No differences emerged in 

participants perception of a 

connection between climate change and other systemic issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

                  

        

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               
           

                  
        

                  
        

                                                            

                

                    



4. Allocation of resources to environmental issues 

• No differences emerged 

between participants 

who attended 

programming and those 

who did not in terms of 

their allocation of 

resources to 

environmental issues. 

• Reducing CO2 emissions 

received the most 

support. Mental health 

care was relatively low. 

                                                                  

Y-axis values reflect the percentage of resources participants allocated to a given issue. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

                                              


